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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Bluewater promotes Larry Ford and Kurt Hutchison; a dds Marquench at Rockford plant 
 
Rockford, Illinois June 16, 2008 - Bluewater Thermal Services has named Larry Ford to the position of 
Plant General Manager of their Rock River Plant in Rockford, Illinois.  “Through his thirty years 
experience in the heat treat industry, Larry has demonstrated his dedication to working closely with 
customers to provide outstanding service” commented Division President Mid-West Ben Crawford.  “He 
will further enhance Bluewater’s ability to partner with our customers to develop solutions to the most 
challenging jobs.”   
 
As part of an ongoing upgrade program at Rockford, Bluewater now offers Marquench  capability at the 
plant.  “Marquench is a hot oil technique that allows much tighter control of dimensional characteristics 
during the thermal process” explained Crawford.  “It expands the range of engineered solutions we can 
provide for our customers’ most demanding applications.” 
 
To complement the new process, the Rockford plant has extended their dimensional testing capability to 
ensure the highest quality service on challenging parts.  The facility also provides high volume belt 
processing, integral quench (batch) processing, ferritic nitrocarburizing, brazing and vacuum processing. 
 
At Bluewater’s Harbor Metal facility in South Bend, Indiana, Kurt Hutchison has been named Plant 
General Manager. “Kurt is a degreed metallurgist and has significant expertise in both production 
management and quality” commented Crawford. “He has worked for both metal fabricators and heat 
treat service providers, and understands our customer’s requirements from both perspectives. Kurt 
represents Bluewater’s ongoing commitment to service excellence”.  
 
Customers interested in learning more about Bluewater Thermal Services’ capabilities should contact 
VP Sales and Marketing Dan Valentino (440) 461-7739 or one of Bluewater Thermal Services’ three 
Division Presidents: Chris Tell (517) 279-4981, Ben Crawford (317) 430-3814 or Jim Hendershot (864) 
862-3516. 
 

Formed in 1996, Bluewater Thermal Services is the leader among North American based heat treat 
businesses. Currently, Bluewater Thermal Services operates at 15 locations in 10 states and Canada. 
Facilities total over a million square feet, with certifications including Ford Q-1, ISO 9001:2000, ISO 
14001, TS 16949, and CQI-9 Special Process: Heat Treat System Assessment. Over 750 heat treat 
professionals serve more than 6,000 customers in all major industries. www.bluewaterthermal.com 
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